
Rosicrucian Research Library 
Rosicrucian Park 
1342 Naglee Ave  San José CA 95191 
(408) 947-3695  librarian@rosicrucian.org
www.rosicrucian.org
 

 
INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY OF ANCIENT EGYPT 

 
Primary resources (Participants are encouraged to select one of these books to be their text for the 
course) 
 
Shaw, Ian and Paul Nicholson.  The Dictionary of Ancient Egypt.  London; British Museum Press, 1995. 
 
Silverman, David P., ed.  Ancient Egypt.  New York; Oxford University Press, 1997. 
 
Supplementary Resources 
 
Absolute Egyptology. Website. Accessed September 30, 2006. 

http://www.nemo.nu/ibisportal/0egyptintro/2aegypt/index.htm.  
 
Assmann, Jan. The Mind of Egypt: History and Meaning in the Time of the Pharaohs. Translated by 

Andrew Jenkins. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2003. 
 
Dodson, Aidan.  Monarchs of the Nile.  Cairo; The American University in Cairo Press, 1995. 
 
Dodson, Aidan and Dyan Hilton.  The Complete Royal Families of Ancient Egypt: A Genealogical 

Sourcebook.  London; Thames and Hudson, 2004. 
 
“History of Ancient Egypt.” Wikipedia: The Free Encyclopedia. Website. Accessed June 13, 2006. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_ancient_Egypt . 
 
“History of Egypt.” Tour Egypt. Website. Accessed September 30, 2006. 

http://www.touregypt.net/ehistory.htm .  
 
Hornung, Erik. History of Ancient Egypt: An Introduction. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1999. 
 
Ikram, Salima and Aidan Dodson.  The Mummy in Ancient Egypt: Equipping the Dead for Eternity.  

London; Thames and Hudson, 1998. 
 
Lehner, Mark.  The Complete Pyramids: Solving the Ancient Mysteries.  London; Thames and Hudson, 

1997. 
 
Redford, Donald B. The Oxford Encyclopedia of Ancient Egypt. Oxford University Press: New York; 

Oxford, 2000. 
 
Shaw, Ian. The Oxford History of Ancient Egypt. New edition. Oxford; New York: Oxford University 

Press, 2003. 
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Thames and Hudson, 1992. 
 
Ross, Kelley L. “Index of Egyptian History.” The Proceedings of the Friesian School, Fourth Series. 

Website. Accessed September 30, 2006. http://www.friesian.com/notes/oldking.htm .  
 
Trigger, B.G., et al. Ancient Egypt: A Social History. Cambridge [Cambridgeshire]; New York: 

Cambridge University Press, 1983. 
 
Zauzich, Karl-Theodor.  Hieroglyphs Without Mystery: An Introduction to Ancient Egyptian Writing.  

Translated by Ann Macy Roth.  Austin; University of Texas Press, 1992. 
 
 
Egyptian Religion and Spirituality 
 
Assmann, Jan. The Search for God in Ancient Egypt. 1984. Translated by David Lorton. Ithaca: Cornell 

University Press, 2001. 
 
Hornung, Erik. Conceptions of God in Ancient Egypt: The One and the Many. Translated by John Baines. 

Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1982. Translation, with revisions, of Der Eine und die Vielen. 
 
____________. The Secret Lore of Egypt: Its Impact on the West. Translated by David Lorton. Ithaca: 
Cornell University Press, 2001. 
 
Naydler, Jeremy. Shamanic Wisdom in the Pyramid Texts: The Mystical Tradition of Ancient Egypt. 

Rochester, VT: Inner Traditions, 2005. 
 
______________. Temple of the Cosmos: The Ancient Egyptian Experience of the Sacred. Rochester, VT: 

Inner Traditions, 1996. 
 
Wasserman, James, et al.  The Egyptian Book of the Dead: The Book of Going Forth by Day.  San 

Francisco; Chronicle Books, 1994.  
 
Watson, John. “An Overview of the Ancient Egyptian Religion.” Tour Egypt. Website. Accessed 

September 30, 2006. http://www.touregypt.net/featurestories/religion.htm .  
 
Versluis, Arthur. The Egyptian Mysteries. New York: Arkana, 1988. 
 
Egyptosophical - Symbolist 
 
Schwaller de Lubicz, R. A. The Egyptian Miracle: An Introduction to the Wisdom of the Temple. 

Translated by André VandenBroeck and Goldian VandenBroeck. New York: Inner Traditions 
International, 1985. Schwaller de Lubicz has many works illustrating his “Symbolist” approach.  

 
West, John Anthony. Serpent in the Sky: The High Wisdom of Ancient Egypt. Wheaton IL: Quest Books, 

1993. An introduction to the Symbolist school of Egyptian studies.  
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PRE-DYNASTIC EGYPT 
 
Archaeological Studies 
 
Dunn, Jimmy. “Naqada III - Dynasty 0.” Tour Egypt. Website. Accessed September 30, 2006. 

http://www.touregypt.net/featurestories/hdyn00.htm .  
 
Midant-Reynes, Béatrix. The Prehistory of Egypt from the First Egyptians to the First Pharaohs. 

Translated and updated by Ian Shaw. Oxford UK; Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishers, 2000. 
 
“Predynastic Egypt.” Wikipedia: The Free Encyclopedia. Website. Accessed May 9, 2006 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Predynastic_Egypt . A good overview of the stages of predynastic life 
in the area of Egypt. 

 
“Prehistory.” Tour Egypt. Website. Accessed September 30, 2006. 

http://www.touregypt.net/ehistory.htm#Prehistory . 
 
“Protodynastic Period of Egypt.” Wikipedia: The Free Encyclopedia. Website. Accessed September 30, 

2006.  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Protodynastic_Period_of_Egypt . 
 
Raffaele, Francesco. Dynasty 0. Website. Accessed September 30, 2006. 

http://xoomer.alice.it/francescoraf/hesyra/dynasty0.htm .  
 
Rice, Michael. Egypt’s Making: the Origins of Ancient Egypt, 5000-2000 BC. 2nd ed. London; New 

York: Routledge, 2003. 
 
Seawright, Caroline. “Upper Egyptian Neolithic and Predynastic Religion and Rulers.” Tour Egypt. 

Website. Accessed September 30, 2006. http://www.touregypt.net/featurestories/predynastic.htm . 
 
Vendel, Ottar. “Dawn of Egyptian Culture: Neolithic period 6.000 - 3.500 BC; Predynastic period 3.500 - 

3.100 BC.” Absolute Egyptology. Website. Accessed September 30, 2006. 
http://www.nemo.nu/ibisportal/0egyptintro/2aegypt/index.htm .  

 
DNA Studies 
 
Shreeve, James. “The Greatest Journey.” National Geographic Magazine, March 2006, 61-73. A review 

of the most recent DNA evidence of human evolution. 
 
Wade, Nicholas. Before the Dawn: Recovering the Lost History of Our Ancestors. New York: Penguin 

Press, 2006. 
 
Alternate Archaeological Approaches 
 
Hancock, Graham. Underworld: the Mysterious Origins of Civilization. New York: Three Rivers Press, 

2003. 
 
Schoch, Robert M. and Robert Aquinas McNally. Pyramid Quest: Secrets of the Great Pyramid and the 

Dawn of Civilization. New York: Jeremy P. Tarcher/Penguin, 2005. 
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________________________________________. Voices of the Rocks: A Scientist Looks at Catastrophes 
and Ancient Civilizations. New York: Harmony Books, 1999. 

 
Sellers, Jane B. The Death of Gods in Ancient Egypt: An Essay on Egyptian Religion and the Frame of 

Time. New York: Penguin Books, 1992. A summary of her findings are at 
http://www.grahamhancock.com/forum/SellersJ1.php .  

 
 

                      OLD KINGDOM 
 

Archaeological 
 
Aldred, Cyril. Egypt to the End of the Old Kingdom. New York: Thames and Hudson, 1982. 
 
“Early Dynastic Period of Egypt.” Wikipedia: The Free Encyclopedia. Website. Accessed September 30, 

2006. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Early_Dynastic_Period_of_Egypt . 
 
Harpur, Yvonne. Decoration in Egyptian Tombs of the Old Kingdom: Studies in Orientation and Scene 

Content.  Photographic reproductions by Paolo J. Scremin. London; New York: KPI; New York: 
Distributed by Methuen, Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1987. 

 
Málek, Jaromír. In the Shadow of the Pyramids: Egypt During the Old Kingdom. Norman: University of 

Oklahoma Press, 1986. Reprint Edition 1992. 
 
“Old Kingdom.” Tour Egypt. Website. Accessed September 30, 2006. 

http://www.touregypt.net/ehistory.htm#Old%20Kingdom . 
 
“Old Kingdom.” Wikipedia: The Free Encyclopedia. Website. Accessed September 30, 2006.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Kingdom .  
 
Rice, Michael. Egypt’s Making: the Origins of Ancient Egypt, 5000-2000 BC. 2nd ed. London; New 

York: Routledge, 2003. 
 
Strudwick, Nigel. Texts from the Pyramid Age. Edited by Ronald J. Leprohon. Leiden; Boston: Brill, 

2005. 
 
“The Old Kingdom.” On The Matrix. Website. Accessed September 30, 2006. Photographs of Old 

Kingdom Antiquities. http://www.on-the-matrix.com/mideast/OldKingdom.asp . 
 
Wilkinson, Toby A. H. Early Dynastic Egypt: Strategies, Society and Security. London; New York: 

Routledge, 2001. 
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